WnvPtnSpr i<H2 There has been a considerable increase in the number of cases of chickenpox the numbers having risen from 157 to 3G1. Last year, it will be remembered there was a considerable outbreak of this condition and at this time there were over 1,000 cases. The birth rate has decreased slightly from October and has increased compared with last year, the figure for the period under review bein" 17 3 per 1 000. The death rate similarly has increased to 11.2 but this nevertheless is still well within the seasonal average.
Deaths under one year of age numbered 47. In October the figure was 39 and in November of last year it was 69.
It would appear from the figures that this year's infantile mortality rate is likely to be a record low.
